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dilated under tlie use of atropine, and a reddish-yellow stain was all that remained 
upon tlie iris; at the same time, the eonjunetival swelling gradually diminished. 

In this instance, the gummy swelling was associated with a dilated pupil with¬ 
out anv impairment of the. accommodation, and with no implication of any ot the 
muscles, although the coexistence of a specific eruption pointed to the origin ot 
the affection as being syphilitic, boelberg \\ ells has described a form of mv- 
driasis as the result of syphilis; and l)c Meric (Pritish Medieul Journal , 1 sell) 
has put upon record four cases in which mydriasis with ptosis was observed, and 
two others in which mydriasis occurred alone; and \\ ecker(J/u/m/u-s des 1 Ctrl'), 
as also Krlamler (A'/tn. Monatslddtter, 1870), has described eases which bear a 
close resemblance to the case above recorded .-—Loudon Jltd. llccord, June 15, 
1878. 


Daltonism: Sanitary Precautions and Preventive Measures. 

M. A. Fa»■ it: communicated to the Acad6mie des Sciences (Oat. Ilchdnma- 
daire, June Id, 1878) a note which is summarized in the following conclusions :— 

1. Daltonism consists in ignorance or confusion ot colours. 2. Ilicrc are in 
France more than 3,000,000 persons affected with Daltonism. 8. The number of 
females attacked, as compared with men, is about one to ten. 4. lu nine out ot 
ten cases it may be easily cured in young subjects. 0. The best means of treat¬ 
ment consists in methodical exercise ot the eyes on coloured objects, (i. 1 he 
women of a family ought to undertake the development ot the chromatic sense in 
children, and especially those who may commit errors in the denomination ot 
colours. They should be careful not to ridicule these. “ Daltonians.” 7. In 
future no one ought to be admitted into the service of the railways, the m.uine. 
or schools of painting without an examination as to colours. 8. Ignorance of 
colours should not exempt from service in armies by land or sea, but the *• Dalto¬ 
nians'’ should never be intrusted with any service connected with coloured sig¬ 
nals. Kemdar exercises in colours should be instituted both in the marine and the 
army. !). Examinations and exercises in colours should be established in all 
schools.— Med. limes and tide., June 22, 1878. 


MIDWIFERY AND GYNAECOLOGY. 

Induction of Premature Labour. 

l)r. Schauta, assistant of Dr. Sp'ath, in the Vienna Midwifery Clinic, in an 
article in the lViener Med. IIW., May 11, observes that some time since, he 
perused an account of two dropsical women in whom Dr. Massmann, ot St. 
Petersburg, had employed a hypodermic injection of pilocarpin for the purpose 
of inducing sweating. It happened that both these, women were pregnant, and 
in both premature labour occurred a few hours after the pilocarpin was adminis¬ 
tered. These eases did not prove much, as they were not very exactly observed 
as regards the period of pregnancy, wddle premature labour is not an uncommon 
occurrence in dropsical pregnant women having Plight's disease. Still, he re¬ 
solved on the first occasion that presented itself to test the power of pilocarpin as 
an abortive agent. On May 1st a primipara aged twenty-two was admitted, and 
a minute account of her condition and of the measurements of the pelvis is fur¬ 
nished. It will sufliee to say that she was robust and in good health, with no 
signs of rickets presenting themselves, her last menstruation being supposed to 
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have occurred on August 2 to (i, 1877. However, the pelvis having been found 
so contracted that the passage of a child at the normal end of pregnancy would 
he exceedingly doubtful, l’rof. Spilth consented to an attempt at induction of 
labour by means of piloearpin. On May fid, at 3.28 1’. M., the contents of a 
l’ravaz syringe, full of a 2 per cent, solution of the muriate of piloearpin were 
hypodermically injected in the left thigh. The first results observed at the end 
of 4 minutes were dilatation of the pupils (which had been contracted), disposi¬ 
tion to vomit, sweating of the face, and a How of saliva, which were soon followed 
by a sweetish taste in the mouth and trembling of the lower extremities. The 
secretion of sweat then rapidly appeared over the whole body, increasing at the 
same time on the face. At the end of a quarter of an hour the sweating had 
reached its maximum, and then became quickly arrested, chilliness as if from 
evaporation replacing also the former sense of heat. The salivation, which had 
kept pace with the sweating in intensity, also ceased almost suddenly, although a 
relapse lasting for 2 minutes occurred 2(1 minutes after the injection had been 
effected. Darin" the whole time the thermometer in the axilla remained un¬ 
changed (3(i.s° Celsius), the pulse rising from (18 to between 22 and 100, and the 
respirations increasing from 24 to 40. All these phenomena then abated, so that 
by f, o'clock the patient's state had become quite normal, or, as she expressed it, 
she felt just as she did in the morning. When seen at 0.15 she stated that she 
had since felt painful contractions in the abdomen. Her temperature was the 
same, the pulse being 72, and the respirations 32. An examination was made, 
and the cervix, which had been firmly closed, was found to be looser, its canal 
admitting the finger to the extent of 3 centimetres; and (lie head was plainly felt 
through the membranes. She had some hours' interrupted sleep, but perceived 
no pains. Examined again at 10 o’clock : the canal of the cervix was found more 
dilated and only 2 centimetres in length, the membranes being distended. Be¬ 
sides the mucus on the linger, some blood was observed. At 10.7 another 
injection of piloearpin was made on the let't forearm, and in two minutes after¬ 
wards sweating of the face appeared ; and the phenomena succeeded each other 
exactly as they did after the first injection, even to the occurrence of the relapse 
of the salivation at the end of 25 minutes. .Shortly after 11 o’clock the patient 
fell asleep, and awoke at 5 in the morning, complaining of pains in the abdomen 
and a sense, of pressure downwards. lly 5.45 the pains had set in regularly, and 
(without going further into details) the labour was terminated at 8.25 by the 
birth of a living female, infant. The placenta was discharged spontaneously at 
the end of 20 minutes, and the uterus contracted well. At the date of the report 
(Mac ilth) both mother and child were doing well. 

The child weighed 2275 grammes and measured 4 7 centimetres. That its 
birth exhibited the power of the piloearpin is shown by the fact that the mother 
during several days she had been under observation had not felt the slightest 
pain, the cervix also remaining prior to the injection completely closed; while 
after the administration of this the action became rapid and energetic. Hr. 
Schauta believes that this case and those reported by l)r. Massmann at all events 
show decidedly the desirableness of additional trials of piloearpin being made 
with respect to feeble pains, abortion, etc.— Med. Times tutd Gaz., July 13, 1878. 

The Revolutions of the Fatal Ihad in Passing through a Brim contracted only 
in the Conjugate Diameter. 

A laboratory note on this subject was, at a recent meeting of the Obstetrical 
Society of London {Med. Times and Gaz., June 22, 1878), contributed by Hr. 
Matthews Duncan. The only point considered in the note was movements 
of the foetal skull in a coronal plane—that is, revolutions around the pubic part 



